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for learning or any other impressive quality; and, owing to the monopoly of the chief functions (such as preaching) by the bishops, there were no priests of ability, apart from the few who awaited the vacant sees. The bishop rather corresponded to the modern vicar or cure ; the few priests who were attached to each (save in such a town as Carthage) representing his curates. Hence there was an inordinate number of bishoprics in the struggling African Church, and a constant observation was maintained for desirable candidates. At Carthage, moreover, Augustine had met an energetic young deacon, named Aurelius, who had since become bishop of that place. It was not long before many covetous eyes were bent on the monastery of Thagaste. Augustine had to move about with the prudence of a debtor whenever he left his monastery. He remembered the story of Ambrose's election, and the extraordinary means by which he had fruitlessly tried to evade the office thrust on him. The congregations of the fourth century were not easily disconcerted when they had chosen a priest or bishop. Bishop Synesius of Ptolemais—familiar to readers of Hypatia—vainly pointed out that he was a heretic, and married to boot, when the people demandedise he rejects all cultus of saints or martyrs:— Non sit nobis religio cultus hominum mortuorum.iracles until years afterwards.
